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(continued from p. 29) 

anti-union terror campaign. Both campaigns 
significantly advanced the awareness of the 
community to the importance of organizing the 
industry. 

The situation of the labor movement in rela- 
tion to electronics is changing. The entire labor 
movement is under attack by a massive open 
shop drive and the threatened destruction of af- 
firmative action. The percentage of organized 
workers in the labor force is falling and the rate 
of exploitation is rising. Both the workers’ stan- 
dard of living and their share in the wealth they 
produce are falling. 

Class collaboration is still the dominant ten- 
dency at the highest levels of trade union lead- 
ership, and one aspect of this collaboration is 
the lack of commitment to organization in the 
face of the attack. At the international union 
level, however, there are some union leaders 
who increasingly see the need for an aggressive 
drive to organize workers. 

The need to organize is a matter of survival 
for almost every union. The awareness of this 
need is strongest at the rank-and-file and local 
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level and exerts an increasing pressure on na- 
tional leadership to respond. This growing mass 


base creates the potential for alliances between 
more class conscious workers and leaders and 
honest center forces who want their unions to 
survive and grow. The creation of these alli- 
ances and a broad front involving national lead- 
ership levelsand community organizations are 
necessary to organize the electronics industry. 
There is a growing trend in the labor 
movement towards rejection of concessions and 
towards militant class struggle, a movement 
that is taking place from the bottom up. The 
struggle to organize has to be a major goal of 
this movement. The organization of electronics 
will not come about simply as a result of direc- 
tives from the top, but as a result of pressure 
from the bottom. There is a real connection in 
the labor movement between the struggle for 
rank-and-file democracy, against racism and for 
representation of people of color, women and 
immigrants, the fight for international solidarity 
and for class struggle politics, and the drive to 
organize. These are all basic elements of a pro- 
gressive program in the labor movement. O 
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